
W. D. HOWELLS AT 75 CHATS OF BOOKS. AND AUTHORS
His Birthday Comes This Week and He

Has Two Books Under WayOne
of the Recompenses of His Art He
Likes Best Opinions of Contem-
porary Literature New York as It
Impresses Him.

Willi. mm l)oan Howells will celebrate
blrthdiiy this week.

Thorp seems to bo no mlstuko nlxut tho
mutter Mo himself conllrnis tlio story
that h' W'H ,H)rn March 1, 1837, and natu-r.-il- lr

one feels somo dlffldenco about quest-

ioning his opinion. But whon one roads
hl recent books or, bettor still, talks with
him m hiH intervals of writing more books,
one i convinced that somehow or other
thn (Lite of that advent has boon shaken
nut of place by a whole dooado or more.

Seventy-fiv- o ho may. be, but ho did not
look it the other morning when ho came
from several hours work on tho book ho
Is making out of his recent 'journeylngs
In Sin. Curiously enough, although
he has crossed tho ocean eighteen times,
this was Ill1 first visit to a country which
nccms nlwnys to have fascinated him.
From tlx- - time lie was a boy tho Spanish
name ami mtiiro were, ns he says, "always
my ronuncc."

Tim chapter In "My Literary Passions
that de.il.s with tho delight tho lad found
in "the matchless history" of Don Quixote

i anions the most charming or tho almost
inexhaustible number of charming chap- -

tern ho has written. Ho says that in tho other
way Knew uio book won no "Absolutely.

was ten: runt nt lo no was seriously Deni
on writing a lire of Cervantes. Ho liijs
written tens of volumes sineo then, but
that one has not boon nmong them.

It is significant of somo of tho traits
on which his friends llko best dwell that
he was not disappointed in his Spain when
he finally siw it. Thoro Isn't merely
loyalty in this, although men who have
known llowells for yearn liko to talk of
tint nnaliiy of steadfastness In him. But
it is only on more example of tho cren-iii- jl

freshness of spirit with which ho
seems to approach new experiences or
to retrace old ones.

Between tho writing of "Tuscan Cities"
and that of the series of nrtlcles on tho
Knglish watering places printed recently
in one of the magazines something liko

quarter of a century must luivo elapsed.
And yet those records of later wanderings
are touched with tho samo grace of humor
which made tho earlier sketches so cap-
tivating. The extraordinary felicity of
phrase which characterizes all his essays,
his books of comment and of travel
srons only more pronounced ns time
po by.

One must not make the mistake of say-
ing "facility" instead of "felicity." They
sound facile, perhaps. That is ono of
Ins triumphs; that work smo with real
labor succeeds in not seeming labored.

painstaking caro really is back of
the felicitous result Mr. llowells made
clear when he wuh talking of his library.

Ho had said that ho has none of the
Hbliotnaniuo's passion for acquiring rare
hooks, or beautiful bindings, or indeed
looks merely as volumes with which to
(ill shelves. He does not liko to sue any
Hook, even tho humblest, mistreated.
Hut his own books havo been accumu-
lated more or less by accident, except the
reference books,
which he regards as tho tools of his trade.

"I make constant ubo of such books
ai dictionaries of synonyms," ho said.

SENATOR KNUTE NELSON MINNESOTA, THE MAN WHO HELPED BRANDT

Picturesque Figure in Senate Describes

Himself "Descendant Long

Norwegian

Feb. 24. The man who
perhaps has dono most to bring about
the recent developments In tho Brandt
rase and to whonr Mortimer L. SchifT's
former valet may give first thanks if he
finally goes free is United Senator
Knuto Nelson, who, tor almost threo
years, has moved quietly but persistently
toward securing justice tor tho young
h'wede This the Senator from Minne-
sota has done simply out or compassion
for young who, lie be-

lieves, had been treated unjustly.
While Kenntor Nelson has steadfastly

refueed to of his activities In behalf
of Brandt, few facts concerning his
?ood offices In tho interest of tho young
Svfde havo been obtained from his
friends It appears that Brandt mado on
appeal to Senator Nelson for holp. At
thn timn. was in Donnemora
prison One day reading ft news

ier Brandt's eye fell upon a speech
mad by Senator Nelson In support of a
bill, which later became a law, authorizi-
ng th pstolo or Federal prisoners under
rxrtaln olroumstnnces,

nit of tor the unfortunate
as dtetd by tho prisoner

In the speech, and this him to
with the Minnesota Senator.

l'inlr the prison rules Brandt was able
t" writs only In tho brlsfost manner,
on single .heel or nolo paper, mail
of nlled Senator Is alwayB
liwirtwl with nppnals for holp, but
letter moused Hmialor Nelson's Interest,
itt mik liecausn the writer was a young
Scandinavian, but nUo boonuso ho was

lil in linprra upon tho Mnnsitor sense
i'f Mi Justine boliind hla complaint.

,liil I...U1 lltM,ll K.iHnrl t.rt IVinVflV
ilia oiory lii full to Reimtor Nelson Is not
MiHn (i u known, hornvor, that not
long nfler Brandt 'u llrnl letter was writ--

Heiiutoc Wulutin pewnivod miother
lwi.it inn in ilettt'.l tho olrcumntftiicea
niirivf IIsmuIIi WtkJ discharged
(rm tliti Hclitrr hoiuulinlil and giving an
iyxmuiit (if liui mid twmvlotloii on
rlurRe uf lniKjilary and tf tho sentence
uiet.d upon him of Imprisonment for

irX any United HUtes UnnatoF about
ffauln Nnlson jml he will tell you that
th Minnesota mart is (he hardest
liwvdfil individual in the Senate.

homely aud picturesque in his
roinn'.rt hi has the reputation of
trig ocnnluMons after only palns-tftitui- g

deliberation, Incidentally hs also

"I try to cliooso words that shall give
tho exact shade of meaning want to
convey, and so am always searching,
comparing, analyzing. 1 have never mado
much uso of public libraries, although
I havo written a good many books about
other countries." My own collection,
which Is not a collection after all, has
seemed to give mo whatever I needed. "

A good many years aco llowells and a
friend were walking along a Boston street
one day and, as was sure to be the
case when llowells was conoernod, the
subject of their conversation was litera-
ture. Tho exact point under discussion
was the validity of his bellof that the

ed commonplaco aspects of life
were the ones deserving the novelist's
attention.

llowells argued that if, for instance,
a (lro should suddenly break out in that
street people would rush out In
excitement, their Individual characteris-
tics merged in ono overwhelming emotion.
Ho contended tliat their traits could
be discovered only by observing them
under ordinary normal conditions.

-- do you sou oelievo tliat no visitor
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"Then you haven't changed' your arti
cles of literary faith?"

"Not at all."
"Which of your books do you yourself

like best?"
"That 19 a hard question to answer.

And yet I suppose every author has his
preferences. I always liked 'An Indian
Hummer.' Yes, and 'A Hazard of Now
Fortunes.' "

In choosing favorites from his own
works llowells has a goodly company to ,

select irom. iney would almost nil Uio
famous five .foot shelf without nay help
from other authors. For a good many
years ho published pretty regularly u
novel and n shorter volume annually, i

Of late the novels have come less fro-- i
quently. but travel and essays have main-
tained tho succession.

He has n novel under way now; "a queer
sort of thing." ho calls it. To nt
least two on tho stocks at onco and
in addition to keep pace with the monthly ,

demands of the "Easy Chair" in Harper'
Mommy would seem to he a fairly indus-
trious life for a man of 75 or of 2S either.

It is a question whether, with llowells,
It Is any inoro of an ovidenco of industry
to bo writing than It is to bo breathing.
Ono seems ns necessary to him as the
other. Speaking of his early career when,
ns he puts it, his defeats in the field of
ioetry threw him upon prose, ho has
said somewhere: "For some
literary thing I must do if I lived,"

His love of literature is continually
expressed, When his visitor him
what phase of life to-da- y interests him
most, whether the of in-

dustry, tho progress of the change
In sociological conditions, ho hesitated,
then looked up with his delightful smile,
half to science and Industry
and society us he said:

"Well, you know I I havo always been
very deeply Interested In literature."

And when the next question was put

A the Who

as From a Line of

Washington,

States

Scandinavian

talk

nmndt
whllo

sympathy
Swedish

prompted
communicate

Staled

wliioli

iwr-oat-j

about

careful,

pretty

great

have
books

asked

development
science,

apologetic

is regarded as one of the most Independent
and fearless Senators in the Senate.
There must have been something in
Brandt's story that appealed to him, for he
immediately instituted an inquiry into
tho caso on his own account.

This inquiry, conducted by correspond-
ence convincod Mr. Nelson that justice
demanded that tho Brandt affair bo looked
Into. Ho engaged a Now York man or
Swedish extraction to Investigate the
caso. This man reported to Senator
Nelson tliat Brandt was tho victim or in-

justice. Soon arter, according to the story
told in Washington, tho man who had
Investigated tho case for Senator Nelson
abruptly abandoned tho affair, but the
Minnesota Senator refused to bo dis-
couraged. A lawyer was cngag'cd by
him and the inquiry resumed. Further-
more Senator Nelson Interested the
Swedish Minister to tho United States
in the caso and continued his efforts until
tho legal machinery began to work in
New York nnd tho case was again brought
to public attention.

While Senator Nelson was prosecuting his
Inquiries ho mot with difficulties and
discouragements, but ho pegged nway,
convinced that in tlmo the truth as ho

understood It would come out. Senator
Nelson did not take nny ono Into his con-

fidence aside rrom tho persons with
whom he was in communication. Ills
colleagues know nothing or his activi-

ties until recently. He Instituted tho
light nt long rango, kept it up for about
threo years, und finally had the satis-
faction or seeing Brandt again brought
into court nnd proceedings instituted
thut promise to bring all tho Tacts or tho
case before the pilDllo.

MemlwrH or tnu wnaie wno nave nenra
recently or Senator Nelson's activities
havo not !een surprised nt his success,
Nelson, while he Is greatly ndtnlred by
his colleagues, Is looked on ns one or tho
most Htublmni old follows thnt the party
leaders huve ever had to deal with,

Ho has u habit or paddling IiIh own
canoe, und unybody who doesn't like it
can "lump" it. All ho usks is to lm al-

lowed to have plenty or chewing tobacco,
a pair or carpet slippers for use when
the Senate isn't in session, and a promise
from his wife that sho won't have a tele-

phone installed in the house.
Senator Nelson is proud of his Nor-

wegian blood. "Descended from a long
line of Norwegian pirates." Is hlH own
ilvucriptiou uf hia.anlcdecnta. lis, has
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to him his mind seemed to go to tho same
quarter for its answer, as If drawn there
by an irreslstlblo attraction. The Ques
tion was this:

"In looking back on your life what ex
perience or phaso of It do you recall with
tho greatest pleasure? Was It somo
friendship, somo experience of travel,
or somo literary success?"

Tho answer enmo with another smile;
and tho llowells smilo is something worth
going far to see; it is so llko a paragraph
out of tho most charming of his liest
cliapters, as gracious and gentle as mellow
light, full of humor and kindliness but
preserving somehow a Ixickground of
seriousness which kee it from degenerat-
ing Into mero surface siwrklo.

That doos not express it. One would
need to consult his liooks of synonyms
and to attempt his painstaking search
for the right word to descrlbo tho llowells
smilo with exactness. It is cosier to tell
what his vlolco is like. A woman who
heard him speak tho other day said:

"I mot Mr. Howclls onco twenty years

DEAN

ago and I said then that ho had tho very
nicest voico I had ever hoard. I say it
again now."

8o it was with' this smilo and in this
very nicest of voices that ho said In reply
to tho question nlready quoted

"To the author there Is nothing sweeter
than literary success. At least, to tho
vountr. author. As ono crows old perhaps

ot i values change; ono loses so much lie

hesitated "I think thero aro no happi
nesses so swcot ns those of youth. 1 havo

much joy but the most fend my
of aro often the result

of elusive and tho
sort of cause which might seem utterly

In the telling.
"1 that years ago when I was

visiting my father, nt that tlmo Consul
at I was at a window
late in tho looking at a willow
treo tho alley and tho moving shadows
of its leaves thrown by the sunset light

been In public llfo for many years, and
the of tho United States
point to him with Ho is
tho only man of his who up
to date has seen service in tho
States Senate.

The Senator is short of
stature, big boned, well set up, and his
frame Is topped with a large head with
deep set eyes of light bluo. Ho has a
chin thut tho

tho chin is n set
or of tho

These whiskers aro not nt all of the
Undo Sam type. They are too stubby.
They aro

a mass of bristles, each and every
ono of which and appears to be
alive when the Senator is aroused to ac-

tion.
While Senator Nelson is a bit old

he Is proud of it. He takes
no part In has not
been in a theatre for twenty years, and
amuses himself In leisure moments by
reading about great sea and land
of tho past. Onco in a while when ho
tires or the grind at tho Capitol ho

Tor a day or so. On such occa-
sions ho visits a near

nnd with history books in hand
follows tho lines of tho of
tho hostilo forces or tho 'fiOs.

nnd nro domi
nant notes In tho Nelson Both
traits havo In
his with tho Brandt case. He

his and since
tho cose has been in the press
ho has still to keep himself in
tho

James Hill, the railroad builder, can
testify that Knuto Nelson is a hard man
to win by onco his mind has
been made up. Hill and Nelson have
had a crcnt deal do with nublio affairs

i In' and tho gener
ally. It Is a tossup as to whioh of them

i is tho moro highly m tnat part
of

i In tho Hill has been the
i builder, but Nelson has had to do with

Uio of publlo Nelson
I has many times been honored by thn
people of his Hlatc; Hill and Nelson havs

I known raoli oilier slime enrly mannooil
It was thought by many NoUon
would support Caiiu.linu lm- -

raiiso It was a pnt msiiuro of Hill's,
Hill may havn thought so too, but ho
noon learned that NeUou was liostllti
to him on this Hill was

when told thnt Nelson would
fight

"What's tho use of trying to
him?" Hill Is In huve said, "If
Nelson has nutdo up Ills mind it's all
over."

During his long career in puhlin llfo
Mr, Nelson has devoted his to n
variety ot und lie has made his

on tho wall of n houso.; Thero was
tho plottiro

so slmplo tint I

to my father nlwiit the
of our un bo

vivid and a so keen from
so and so

Tills visit to Toronlo was not his first
in Canada. Thero was an

earlier ono which Is worth
for It helps to his belief that to
tho nuthor tho literary successes of his
youth nro tho Joys thnt come
to him.

Ifowells had been on the staff of a
paper for three years when In 1R0

he mado his first trip to tho East, a
pilgrim his holy landnt

Boston, ns ho tints It In Friends
and Acquaintances." Hut ho had also
been writing poenn 'nt that tlmo ho de-

sired abovo nil things to bo n poet) nnd
sketches for the Atlantic. and tho

I'rctts of New York.
When ho was In Montreal on his way to

Boston "very protty

WILLIAM HOWELLS.

to him. Hn was lonely and ns ho turned
from a vain search for some familiir
uair.o on tho hotel register two other
young men camo tip to look it over.

"Hello!" wid one of them; "here's

It turned out that tho two young men
were from New Yoik and tliat this ono

tho budding author's name
from luivlng seen U in tho I'rtxt.

"In whatever world he now
to lie," savs llowells. "I should liko to

had in life, poignant htm greetings and confess to
sensations pleasure

something transitory;

inadequate
remomber

Toronto, standing
afternoon

in

Norwegians
admiration.
nationality

United1

Minnesota

proclaims fighting man.
Decorating aforesaid

whiskers shoebrush variety.

militant, pugnacious, belliger-
ent,

wagglen

fashioned,
Washington society,

flgjjters

dis-
appears

battlefield Wash-
ington

movement

Stubbornness modesty
symphony.

manifested themselves
connection

conducted inquiries qulotly,
discussed

managed
background.

.).

persuasion

to
Minnesota Northwest

regarded
theoountry.

Northwest

framing opinion,

proplnthnt
reciprocity

proposition,
dlsgiutod

Canadian reciprocity,
perbuode

reported

attention
subjects

some-
thing wonderfully lioKutlftiUn

nevertheless, remember
speaking strange-
ness receiving Impression

plensuro some-
thing accidental transitory."

oxporlcnco
recounting,

Illustrate

greatest

Co-

lumbus
to

visiting
"Literary

Monthly
Saturday

something happened

Howclls!"

recognized
Saturday

liuppens

him that my art has never sinco brought
mo so sweet a and nothing u
thousandth jmrt so much like fame as tliat
outcry of- his over tho hotel register In
Montreal."

Ills story of tliat pilgrimage to his holy
land at Boston Is a delightful narrative,
Ho hadndorcd at n distance tho luminaries
of tho American literary llrmanent of that
tlmo, Longfellow. Lowell, Hawthorne,

mark on the statute books. He is tho
author of tho present bankruptcy law.
Ho is tho father or tho Dopnrtment of,
Comnierco and Labor. It was at the in-

stance or Senator Nelson that the Repub-
lican national convention in lfjOO adopted
n plank committing to tho party to the
creation or such a department. Nelson
drew the bill under which the department
was created.

Emerson, Holmes nnd tho others of that
extraordinary croun. They woro much
older than ho was, but thoro was ovldontly
so much of literary promise in tho younger
man and so much in his character tnat
was kin to tho graco nnd dignity, with
which those Boston brahmins borothom-solve- s,

tliat his pllgrlmago not only in-

creased tho ardor of his admiration of his
lltorurv heroes, but nut him on most
frlnndly terms with them.

Later, after hU consulship at Venice
from 18(11 to 1803. and a subsequent period
of work In Now York, ho returned to Bos-

ton ns assistant editor of the Atlantic
Monthly at a salary of $50 a week. Apro-

pos of this clrcumstanco It Is to bo re-

corded that many of tho letters sent to tho
Boston Adrertiurr during his four years
In Italy, and published In tliat paper, wero
paid for at therato of nbout u dollar a
thousand words.

"However," says their writer, I was
richly content with that and would gladly
havo lot them havo tho letters for nothing."

Homo of theso meagrely rocompensod
letters were later published In "Venetian
Llfo" and "Italian Journeys, "books which
now, forty-fiv- o years later, are still selling.

Ills llfo In Cambridge, ' whoro Mr', and
Mrs. Howclls for ho had married alow
years previously lived during tho earlier
part of his connection with tho Atlantic,
was Derhans the period most congonlal
to his ideals. Ho was among men aoeoroea
as ho was in literary work. Their ideals
were largely his own. Their characters
appealed to him as much as their talents.

Ho tells how he used to go homo from
Longfellow's houso after tho meetings
of tho Dante Club, which was scarcely

club but a inoro or less fluctuating
group which mot at tho poet's houso and
after listening to and criticising his trans
lation of Danto as it progressed Were

later his guests at supper.
"Often as I returned home," he says,

I was as lf soul borno through tho air
by my pride and joy. I still think that
was the richest moment of my llfo, and I
look back at It us tho moment, in a llfo
not unblessed by chance, which I would
most liko to livo over again if I must
llvo any."

This. then. Is another answer to tho
question his visitor put to him tho other
day about tho experience upon which no
looks Imck with tho greatest pleasure.
Thoro havo !cen many young authors
who havo reverenced and loved their
literary gods, but no ono has given us n
more delightful record of these youth-
ful adorations than Howclls has. It was
written after a lapse of moro than thirty
years nnd it is not often-on- finds such
blending of young enthusiasm with ma-

ture discrimination. Even tho perspec
tive or years, however, did not dull his
nleturo of Longfellow, of whom lie says
almost all tho finest things that could bo
said of any man.

Even his estimate of Longfellow's
literary achiovomente grows rather than
lessens with time." Twenty years ago ho
wrote of Tennyson's Influence on him
when ho himself was a youth enamored
of poetry arid bent on mustering tho art
he felt to bo tho finest of all arts. He
said then that no other poet ever had been
us much to him as Tennyson had. But
tho other day, when nsked if this was still
true, hogave n qualified assent.

"As li'boy," he said. "1 soaked myeolf
in Tennyson. But I nm growing to think
more and moro of Longfellow, of his sim
plicity and purity of style."

"How about tho poets of
"Who aro they? It is true tliat tho

general level of poetry Is higher now than
it over wus. Occasional poetry is or
fur better quality than it used to ho.
often see things in Thk Son, for example,
which are really beautiful. But thero
ure no commanding llgures among con?
temporary poets."

"How does contemporary American
literaturo stand in other respects?"

OF

Pirates."

Tho senior Senator rrom Minnesota
has an extraordinary reoord on the tariff.
Mr. Nelson is a low tariff man. As a
member or tho House ho voted for tho
Mills Democrat lo tariff bill. Two years
ago he voted against the Payne-Aldric- h

i bill, a Republican measure. He voted
for tho Ia Follctto bill at tho special ses-- I
sion lust summer. A week or so later he

I opposed tho conforenco report on tliat

t'tipyiliht llatrln A Hulni
SENATOR KNUTH NULSON OI' MINNESOTA.

In the development of the short story
wo are. supremely successful; more so
even than the Fronoh. That represents
tho highest achievement of present writers
from the point of view of comparison
with other literature."

Mr. Howclls undoubtedly knows where-
of ho speaks to the degree at least of
familiarity, with these 6ther literatures,
for he reads four or five of thorn in the
original. One of his amusing reminis-
cences of his boyhood is of the way in
which without the aid of a teaoher no
studied Spanish, spurred to It by the
determination to read his beloved wr-va- n

tea in the original.
Ho contlnu'od his reading of the Ian-gua-

through all the years which inter-
vened before his belated visit to tho coun
try itself. But as ho was dubious about
his ability, or rather certain about his
Inability to sneak: it. he engaged a tutor
'to come to him for an hour a day during
tho month preceding his .trip to Spain
Inevitably, for in talking of H6wells
one cannot insist too much upon his
constant absorption in literary interests,
ho and the tutor found themselves dis-
cussing Spanish literature instead of
practising the utility phrases whioh
would have enabled him confidently to
inquire as to thejvagartes of train schedules
or to conduot negotiations for hotel rates.
But. ho does not seem to think he missed
the better part thereby.

It must not be thought that ha is a mere
reader and writer of books. He would
undoubtedly balk at using the adjective
more. But ho would claim tnat ue

literature which is' independent of life
is not the.bestf literature. Certainly his
own interest in realities in unquestionable.
He frankly and seriously avows his belter
In socialism. '

"1 cannot see, "he said, "that the remedy
for existing conditions lies, anywhere
else. But if it is to be a remedy it must
come slowly. Violent revolutions do not
permanently solve these problems. That
was true of slavery. It should have been
cured more slowly. It is strange how
things happen.

I remember back in 1859 talking with
a young friend, of mine out In Columbus'
and we agreed that slavery would come
to an enL-- And after canvassing the
situation we fixed upon 200 years as the
probable period that would elapse before
it would be wiped out. Inside of two
years came the beginning of the war
which shattered tho institution."

While tho talk was on questions of tho
day his visitor asked Mr. Howells whether
ha was interested in the woman move
ment. His reply was immediate and
decided. -

Certainly! It is one of the most lm
portant developments of' this. generation
and one of the most hopeful. The men
have mado such a mess of things that if
tho womon do not come to tho rescue I'm
sure I don't know whatis to become of us,

"Then you think they may accomplish
some good if they get the chance to try ?

Undoubtedly! Oh. we ore all suffra.
gists In my family. My daughter, my son
and my daughter-in-la- w walked in the
suffrage parade last spring. I didn't
because I am too lazy, but my convictions
are entirely In sympathy with theirs. "

1 Jits made It seem natural to ask whether,
the custom or taking long walks in all
quarters of New York,- - a custom which
bore fruit in some .of his' best sketches,
Is one ho still follows. Ho smiled and
shook his head.

"I'm too old for that." he declared.
In an essay on New York streets written

nbout twenty years ago Howells expressed
himself in unmistakable terms on tho
subject of tho ugliness of the city as it'
then seemed to him. He spoke of its
"arrogant untidiness," or "shabby and
repulsive thoroughfares," or "the ap-
parently desperate tastolessness and tho
apparently Instinctive uncleanliness" of
the place.

measure. In the same session he voted
against the .Democratic- - cotton revision
bUl.

Soon after his vote on the Mills bill
Mr. Nelson retired rrom he House.

"A lot of people told me that I would
pay dearly for that vote, " said Mr. Nelson.
"Tho people of Minnesota seemed to
think that I did right. Why? Because
they soon' after elected me Governor of
the State."

The Norwegian Senator Is a man of in-

dependent thought and action. As a rule
nowadays he trains, with 'the Senate
regulars. Onco in. a while ho votes with
tho progressives. Ho was nfflllated with
tho Ijafollette-Cummin- s group when tho
Aldrich bill was pending in tho Senate.
In that debate he mado n speech that is
still the subject of gossip in tho Senato
cloak rooms.

Nelson W. Aldrich was then tho Repub-
lican leader. Aldrich comnlained that
Senatorn were voting on schedules with
which they were not familiar. Ho re-
ferred the opposition to tho testimony
taken by the Senate Committee on Fi-

nance.
"Consult these volumes," declared Mr.

Aldrich, pounding a pile of books that
were heaped on the desk in front of him.
"Consult them and you will realize tho
forco of our arguments."

This observationbrought the Minnesota
Senator to his feet. Glaring at Mr.
Aldrich Senator Nelson began'

"Why should I consult theso dead
records?" ho replied. "We havo living
experts here who can give us live testi-
mony. When I want to know about the
lead schedulo l will ask the advice, and
counsel of the Senator from Colorado.
When J wan. light on the wool schedule
I shall seek out the Senator from Wy-
oming. When I am in need or information
bearing on iron and coal I shall turn to tho
Senator rrom Virginia."

Tho throo Senators referred to" in 'the
nntar i,imwl wani MaLara flunnahlintm

Warren is said. to' bo the largest single
owner of sheep In the United States, and
Scott is heavily interested in coal and
iron mines. There was a Btrong intima-
tion in tho speech of Mr. Nelson that
there were men in the Senate whose in-- 1

terests woro 'affected by particular
schedules aud thut in framing his bill
Mr. Aldrioh consulted them rathqr than
others. The Nelson speech kicked a
sensation at the time and stirred up a lot
of hard feeling.

Senator Nelson was 00 years of age on
the second day of this month. He landed
at Castle Garden as a boy of 8 with his
widowed mother, sixty-thre- e years ago.
The Nelsons first settled in Chicago, and
then journeyed on to Wisconsin, where
Knute remained and on until 1871.
Nelson served as a private and non-co- m a

This was certainly almost savage re
proach and the visitor of "twenty years
after" was curious to know whether Mr.
Howells finds reason to modify it to-da-

Happily for New York's clvlo pride he
admits that ho does.

New York has become very impressi ve. "

said. "It Is not beautiful even now, for
if lacks symmetry.

"There are .two kinds of beauty, of
course; the beauty or irregularity as wen
as the beauty of symmetry. A child's
toy tree, a stiff little green cone, Is sym-
metrical but it Isn't beautiful, while a
growing troo, with the Irregularitios of
nature, may be wondorfully so.

"But a man s faoo that was largor on
one side than on tho other would prob-

ably lo ugly. Cities should be symmetri
cal. Now York Is not. Therefore whim
It Is most impressive and picturesque
it is not beautiful."

But you are reconciled to living in it?
Oh. I consider It the most Interesting

place in America, perhaps the most in
teresting in the world, to live in. Hut,

smiled again and shook his head, I
am too old for it."

Nevertheless it is really bis home, so
far as he has any city home. He owns
an apartment in Fifty-seven- th street, but
sinoe the death of his wife, about two
years ago, he has not liked to go back to
it. Just now with his daughter, Miss
Mildred Howells, herself well known as

writer, he Is living in an apartment
which lie took furnished on his return
from Spain. The summer is always
spent at his country home at Klttery
Point, except when he crosses the ocean
for tho foreign travel in which he delights.

"Do you feel the same zest for It that
you used to?" he was asked.

"Yes, yes, though l must do it rather
differently now perhaps. The way best
to enjoy travel is to take it as simply as
possible. For instance, one can really
get much more out or going second class
on, foreign railways than first class. But
I can't do that now. I'm not comfortable:
I'm getting too old."

And then be smiles, and nothing could
so offeotunlly refute his own words as
that smilo does.

The last question put to him was how
modem life, with its intensity and its
specialization, seems to him in coninist
with older days, or at least reputed leisure-
ly scholarly attainments.

"I doubt," he said, "whether life in
general y is as Intense and ns spe-
cialized as It is tho habit to call It, Out-sid- o

ot tho cities there are the same quiet
communities where the current of ufraint
goes on as it did years ugo

"Even in Now York there are many,
many persons who are living tranquilly
and much as their fathers did. As for
the lifo of leisurely scholarly attainments.
I doubt if it quito as beautiful as it
is pictured. Anl anyway, tho youths of
to-da- y study tho classic at tho universi-
ties just as their grandfathers did.

"At least tho same subjects aro in the
curriculum. It was always the excep-
tional boy that really mastered them.
He did it because he wanted because
his tustes,lay that way. 1 think the same
tiling, is true or boys to-da-

Ono thing that Howells wrote about
Oliver Wendell Holmes might bo used with
effect about hlmseir. '

"Tho secret or tho man who is univers-
ally .interesting," he said, "Is that hob
universally interested."

Whllo' Mr. Howells's passion for litera-
turo Is unquestionably .the supremo ex-
pression of.'hls personality, it is not his
only interest. He. delights in the bcauiy
that appeals to the eye, in painting, ar-
chitecture (his only son is an architect)
aid nature. Ho loves musio and ho con--l
ernes to the most oatholio of tastes in

the drama. He finds amusement and
relaxation in pure farce. Ho seems, in
fact, a man ns broad in his appreciations
as in sympathies.

As to the wide extent of the latter on
can make a pretty good estimate bv read-
ing his "Tribulations of a Cheerful Oiv or."
still another of thoeo dolicious chnpteis
in thinking of which people will also thin
gratefully of that llrst.of March, soventy-tlv- o

years ago, gave their writer to u coun-
try which now that preparing to honor
him.

missioned officer in the Fourth Wisconsin
Regiment, and was for a short time
prisoner of war.

Upon his retirement from the army he
rejoined his mother in Wisconsin. H
read law in Hudson, Wis., alongside of
John C. Cpooner, later a distinguished
Senator and now a lawyer in Now'York.

served two terms in tho Wisconsin
Legislature, three terms in tho Minnesota
Legislature, was u member of the House
of Representatives for bIx years und wus
twico elected Governor or Minnesota.
Ho has been n member of tho UniteI
States Senato since March 4, 1RD5. o

WOMAN BOUGHT 232
SHOES.

PAIRS OF

She Took Advsntago ot a Rargnin ttxle

of Odd and Ends. , , I

Codnr llupUls correspondence thn Shoe
Itctnllrr. .

Two hundred and thirty-tw- o pairs of
shoes sold to ono woman customer snd
every pair fitted! Tliut Is what lisnpone.l
last ocl.. Frank C. Hancy, mu'uager
of a shoo department, whs liavttiK a sale
of shoes at H a pair. Tho lot consisted
of about 1,000 pairs of women's shoe,
being n general cleanup of ndda 'and
ends and undesirable styles. At tbr.sami
tlmo Mr. Hiirvey hud a special falo of
fancy light colored Batln samplu shoes, and
slippers.

Tho first woman customer was. "wait-
ing for tho doors uf thn store lo open
on the morning of tho sale. She lold
Manager Harvey sho wished to seo ih?
satin shoos that wero advertised. "Mr. '
Harvey showed her to a teut and then
pulled down the eight palm of t)i,ll5
fancy shoes. r

"Which do you admire," nk'cd Mn- -
agcr Harvey. "I ad in lro them nil ; try. this
ono on," sho said. Harvey did. "Pfrjty
snug," he said. "Not a blt-- rl like lliem
tKnt way. I'll take that pair. Try rills
ono on." And ho did ; and so on .until
tho last of tho elutit pairs were . tried

Wurren and Scott. Guggenheim Is con-- i ol1, 111 tako tlmt 01,8 ,no-- ' lUnd

nectou wiuiihowoiiKnownminingre.miiy. .TNow," said Mr.

up

off

8

he

he

was

lo;

He

Harvey wlien ho had
finished trying on tho past pair .of. fan
cies, "wo nro bavins a salo on leather
shoes at 11 n milr wouldn't you IIks
to see somo of them?" '

Not now," said tho woman. "I may
be In later." Kino enough about 10
o'clock tho woman icttiraed for tho dn.
lar shoes. Sho tried on shoes for tllrco
hours und when shn hud tlnUhoU ta.day alio had thirty-tw- o pairs picked outto be sent to her home. .

Tho next day tho woman returned ndsat for soveral hours trying on thn dollarshoes. Each day Uio same performance
was repeated. In the eight slttlnss .thnwoman had bought 232 pairs uf the dollarshoes.

The slus were from 3i-j- to fVA, In
all Italhtrs, and. In muiiy shapes andstyles. Ono can Imagine what u. collec-
tion of vhoeH thn woman mint have ti
phllt out 232 pairs from odds srtd end.any one answer what the woniHiif'lolni

fruml
to do with thn ahoesT tfhVla

ncnt woman ot Cedar It.aplds.


